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DOMESTIC POLICY  - Other Equipment; Gloves; Fingernails and Wrist Bands
Article 4.4 Other Equipment
4.4.1 
All equipment used by players must be appropriate for the game. Any equipment that is designed to increase a player's height or reach or in any other way give an unfair advantage is not permitted.

4.4.2 
Players shall not wear equipment (objects) that may cause injury to other players.

The following are not permitted:

· Finger, hand, wrist, elbow or forearm guards, casts or braces made of

leather, plastic, pliable (soft) plastic, metal or any other hard substance,

even if covered with soft padding.

· Objects that could cut or cause abrasions (fingernails must be closely cut).

· Headgear, hair accessories and jewellery.
COMMENT:       (Gloves, Fingernails and Wrist Bands)
Basketball Australia and Victoria have recommended the following by-laws regarding Wearing of Gloves, Fingernails and Wrist Bands

Wearing of Gloves / Fingernails/ Wrist Bands:

Gloves;

Gloves may be worn by players as long as they;

1. Are appropriate for basketball, 

2. Do not give additional reach, or grip,

3. Do not in any other way give an unfair advantage to the wearer,

4. Are in no way dangerous to other players.
The use of gloves to avoid cutting fingernails is allowable under the current rules of the game, as long as they conform to the above requirements.

Fingernails:

If an official establishes that a player has fingernails that could cause abrasions, they must enforce the player to;

1. Closely cut their fingernails to eliminate the threat of causing abrasions (usually not protruding above the finger) 

2. Cover the protruding fingernails with a suitably protective device such as medical strapping tape. (The tape must be applied in such a manner that no sharp edges or corners are created by the taping).  
· The player may not participate until such time that the referee is satisfied that the nails are appropriately covered.
· Where the protective device (eg. Strapping tape) falls off during the game the referee must stop play at the next opportunity and direct the player to remedy the cover.  If this occurs more than twice then the referee should instruct the player that (s)he can no longer participate in the game, unless the fingernails are closely cut to eliminate the threat of causing abrasions to others.  
 

The referee should prohibit the player from participating in the game in the following circumstances;

1. Suitable protective measures are not available; 
2. Where a referee is not convinced that such a protective measure will adequately overcome the risk of abrasive injury to others.

3. The player refuses to cover the offending fingernails.
Wrist Bands:

The various rubber, leather and silicon etc. wrist bands (power bands) are regarded as objects which may cause injury to other players.

Consequently players must remove the bands prior to playing or have them covered with adhesive tape, or towelling sweat band, eliminating any possibility of another player getting their finger(s) caught under them.

· The player may not participate until such time that the referee is satisfied that the band(s) are appropriately covered.
· Where the protective device (eg. tape) falls off during the game the referee must stop play at the next opportunity and direct the player to remedy the cover.  If this occurs more than twice then the referee should instruct the player that (s)he can no longer participate in the game, unless they remove the band.

The following are permitted:

· Shoulder, upper arm, thigh or lower leg protective equipment if the material

is sufficiently padded.

· Undergarments that extend below the shorts of the same dominant colour

as the shorts.

· Compression sleeves of the same dominant colour as the shirts.

· Compression stockings of the same dominant colour as the shorts. If for the

upper leg it must end above the knee; if for the lower leg it must end below

the knee.

· Knee braces if they are properly covered.

· Protector for an injured nose, even if made of a hard material.

· Non - coloured transparent mouth guard.*
· Spectacles, if they do not pose a danger to other players.

· Headbands, maximum five (5) cm in width, made of non-abrasive, unicolour

cloth, pliable plastic or rubber.

· Non-coloured transparent taping of arms, shoulders, legs, etc.*
Medical Wrist Band:

Medical information wrist bands may be worn by players as long as they are;

1. In no way dangerous to other players

2. Covered using medical strapping tape

3. Covered using an athletic sweat band.

COMMENT:
*Basketball Victoria decided not to implement the enforcement of the requirement for non-coloured transparent mouth guards AND taping of arms, shoulders, legs, etc.

